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ORGANIZING AND SUSTAINING INCLUSIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT: INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES

SERGIY SYDORIV

Abstract. Teacher training in different countries has its peculiarities. Principles of inclusive
education are universal, yet existing societal beliefs and values, policy and hidden curriculum in
schools and preschool, parental support and advocacy demand taking them into account. In order
to adhere to the principles and ideas of inclusive education teachers should be able to organize and
sustain inclusive learning environment in their classrooms and outside. It is researched that many
countries have long history of including students with special educational needs and disabilities
and their experience may be viable for teachers’ trainers, administrators and educators in those
countries who has just started inclusion on a national level. Sharing the best practices and
strategies and adapting them to the local peculiarities is the key to successful inclusion students
with disabilities. The article gives various examples of how scholars define inclusive learning
environment, what its characteristics and components are. International legislation, which
proclaims the right of a person to education and regulates inclusion is the model for national laws
as well it is developed and influenced by them. The study identifies legislative models for
implementing Article 24 of the CRPD consistent with its principles and obligations and suggests
the priorities to be incorporated into domestic legislations. It is highlighted that every country has
stories of success, best practices, which may prove highly effective, applied to educational systems
of other countries. Therefore, as proved it is important to exchange these practices, conduct
research and gather evidence to create effective inclusive learning environment and train pre-
service and in-service teachers to organize and sustain it.

Keywords: inclusive learning environment, response to intervention, multi-tiered systems of
intervention and support, inclusive service learning, teachers training, inclusive education,
international practices.

1. INTRODUCTION

Pre- and in-service teachers trained in Ukraine has recently seen the appearance and growing
increase in introducing of inclusive education component. This is happening due to the new national
law on education (2017) and subsequent documents that provide for the right of students and their
parents to receive schooling in the community. Here Ukraine adheres to international legislation and
practices at the same time taking into account national, mental, institutional peculiarities, finding its
unique path. It is worth underlining that inclusive education is about celebrating diversity or teaching
to diversity that provides for persons with and without disabilities, who still may have special
educational needs. Teachers, students, parents, NGOs and governments should unite their efforts,
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share resources and effective practices in order to remove barriers for ALL students to be able to attend
kindergartens, schools, colleges and universities creating inclusive learning environment. It is
important to cooperate internationally, exchange strategies and practices, design curriculum and hold
education events to share experience. Ukraine as the country with relatively short history of including
students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) faces the problem of insufficient
number of specially trained teachers able to organize inclusive settings from the scratch. That prevents
persons with disabilities to realize their constitutional right to education. Thus, arises the problem of
training qualified professionals ready to work in an inclusive educational and developing environment,
especially in higher education. Training aims at: forming in students an integral view of the nature and
main objectives of inclusive education; developing skills to implement individual approach in training
and education of children with special needs; supplying future teachers with methods of interpersonal
interaction with parents of children with special needs, generating skills of differentiated teaching and
evaluation in conditions of inclusive education [4, p. 104]. The project “Without borders: Sustaining and
Supporting Inclusive Education Learning Community” aims at developing mutual cooperation in this
field.

2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

2.1. RESEARCH METHODS

The comparative method has made it possible to study international experience of implementing
inclusive education. The application of this method allows to systematize research data on social and
educational strategies of inclusion, as well as make certain forward-looking conclusions about
theoretical and practical aspects of development of inclusive education in the context of reforming the
system of national education taking into account international standards.

Content analysis has been used to analyze and generalize scientific, pedagogical, psychological and
educational literature on inclusion of students with disabilities, published during the last decade in the
socio-pedagogical context.

Hermeneutic analysis has enabled to highlight socio-pedagogical foundations of the development
of inclusive education in the framework of mutual understanding and establishing a constructive
pedagogical cooperation among all stakeholders of the educational process.

2.2. WHAT IS INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT?

UN defines inclusive education as recognition of the need to work towards ‘schools for all’ —
institutions, which include everybody, celebrate differences, support learning, and respond to
individual needs. It is important to stress out that inclusion is about changing old and creating new
system of education values and principles rather than adapting a child to the system. Here inclusion
differs from the 'integration' or 'mainstreaming’ model of education, when students are supposed to
change or become 'ready for' or deserve accommodation by the mainstream. By contrast, inclusion is
about the child's right to participate and the school's duty to make the suitable learning environment
for him/her. We must accept and value an individual student with his/her abilities, needs, values,
aspirations, plans, we should support, assist and motivate for setting goals and achieving them. Here
inclusive learning environment is a prerequisite.

There are various definitions of inclusive learning environment. We shall start with the primary
resource that regulates national education. According to Ukraine’s Law on Education (2017) translated
for European Commission for Democracy Through Law (Venice commission), inclusive educational
environment is a totality of conditions, ways and means of their realization for co-education,
upbringing and development of education seekers based on their needs and capabilities [9].

The term inclusive educational environment is abundant in publications by Slavic scholars, whose
English is not their first language (N.Kalinina, E.Zvoleyko, A.Smantser, E.Ignatovitch,
S. Kalashnikova, I. Klimenko, A.Oschepkov, V.Salahova, M. Simanovskaja). International scholars
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tend to use the term inclusive learning environment. Though Julie Jones in her dissertation articulates
“the term inclusive educational environment will refer to students with academic learning disabilities
who receive academic benefit from the educational model [5, 19]. It is worth stating that education
standards need to consider the needs, values, plans and aspirations of all students in order to organize
a beneficial learning environment. In our paper we consider both terms “inclusive educational
environment” and “inclusive learning environment” without discriminating between them.

It is important to create such educational inclusive environment at school that will stimulate
students for constructive, collaborative and contextual learning and development, taking into account
individual differences, abilities and disabilities. Each child is unique in his/her development and
perception of the world, so two children with the same disability may react differently to the same
situation and have different cognitive needs [8]. In order to organize and maintain inclusive learning
environment educators should take a system approach toward certain components:

socio-psychological (taking into account individual psychological development and behavior specific
to a person in a process of social interaction, promoting ethical and moral standards in socialization and
communication, adequate attitude to positive or negative traits in the behavior of others, pedagogical
aiming at correcting deviations, forming habits of tolerant interaction between a child with special
needs and classmates);

informational (availability of up-to-date regulatory and educational support of the inclusive
process);

cultural and educational (pedagogical competence of participants of the educational process in
inclusive schools that encompasses content, forms, methods, tools, innovative technologies);

logistical (availability of modern multimedia, audio and video facilities, adaptation of school’s
physical environment, taking into account elements of aesthetics in the interior of school) [1, p. 73-74;
4, p. 103].

Analyzing available resources, we can add the following advices for the teacher:

— Address barriers to participation, learning and resources to support all students within schools;

— Use ICT and other tools to support all learners in inclusive settings;

— Collaborate within school communities (teachers, teaching assistants, students, parents/carers) in
order to establish a systematic framework of inclusive values and practices (e.g. UDL or co-teaching
involving a general education and a special education teacher).

In the twentieth century there was the beginning of the recognition the right of education for all.
Children’s right to inclusive education is stated in international human rights law. All relevant
international human rights instruments recognize the right to education without discrimination on any
grounds, including gender, disability, ethnic background, and other aspects of identity. The inclusive
education environment is the requirement for schools to be inclusive.

2.3. LEGISLATION

International law plays as a facilitator for the realization of the right to education of people with
disabilities throughout the world. As the most recent, integral and legally binding international
instrument to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD) put steps forwards for the protection of their right to education [2, p. 79-80].
The key international conventions are UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
(1960), International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965),
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), UN Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979), UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child (1989), International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families (1990), UN Standard Rules on the Equalisation of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities (1993), UNESCO Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action (1994), UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006). In the General Comments of the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities it is stated “a “whole educational environment”:
the committed leadership of educational institutions is essential for introducing and embedding the
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culture, policies and practices needed to achieve inclusive education at all levels and in all areas,
including in classroom teaching and relationships, board meetings, teacher supervision, counselling
services and medical care, school trips, budgetary allocations, any interaction with the parents of
learners with and without disabilities and, when applicable, the local community or wider public”
[3, p- 4].

The official modern international history of inclusion started in 1994 when representatives of 92
governments and 25 international organizations formed the World Conference on Special Needs
Education, held in Salamanca, Spain. The dynamic new Statement on the education of all children with
disabilities was agreed, which called for inclusion to be the norm. In addition, the Conference adopted
a new Framework for Action, the guiding principle of which is that ordinary schools should
accommodate all children, regardless of their physical, intellectual, social, emotional, linguistic or other
conditions. All educational policies should stipulate that children with disabilities attend the
neighborhood school that would be attended if the child did not have a disability. The Statement
contains a commitment to Education for All, recognizing the necessity and urgency of providing
education for all children, young people and adults within the regular education system. The
international legislation can influence national legislation as well as be impacted by it.

Let us look at the law on inclusive education in various countries.

2.4. INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES

In the USA the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Pub. L. No. 93-112), the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act (now referred to as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act-IDEA) (first passed by
the U.S. Congress in 1975) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA; Pub. L. No. 101-336) of 1990
were passed to protect and promote the rights of people with disabilities in the U.S. Guided by similar
principles, the UN adopted the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2006. The
U.S. signed the CRPD in 2009, but to date has not ratified it. Although the principles behind the CRPD
are inspired by and resemble those stated in the ADA and the Rehabilitation Act, some scholars posit
that the CRPD goes further because it specifies the steps to take to ensure the rights of people with
disabilities worldwide [11].

Being in effect for over 30 years the ADA regulates all spheres of public life, including education
that should be accessible by all students. In order to create inclusive learning environment many
strategies and methodologies have been researched and practiced which may be implemented
internationally to create instructionally, physically, socially, and psychologically inclusive
environments. They should work as a system in order to be effective.

Instructional inclusion is important factor in an effective inclusive education implementation
framework. The following techniques are proved to be effective: UDL, multi-tier system of supports,
direction instruction, differentiated instruction, guided reading, incremental rehearsal, peer assisted
learning strategies, co-teaching, integrated learning. For instance, Response to Intervention (RTI) has
the potential to serve as a preventative framework for students who show signs of falling behind
academically due to a variety of language-based, socio-economic, or disability-related reasons.
Moreover, this approach is an important tool for facilitating enhanced collaboration between general
and special educators as well as specialists.

The goal of social inclusion is to promote ongoing, positive and social interactions between students
with special educational needs and their peers. In order to sustain an effective inclusive learning
environment, the following are recommended to use: cooperative learning, civic engagement and
responsibility, inclusive service learning. The latter provides a necessary connection between academic
content taught in the classroom and real life in the community that results in teaching and learning that
is both more explicit and applied, thus making it more understandable, meaningful and relevant to
students who are unlikely to benefit from abstract instruction. When service learning is undertaken in
an inclusive manner, it demonstrated positive effects on typically developing peers, changes their
attitudes towards people with disabilities highlighting the fact that although students with disabilities
may require some additional resources they can be conceptualized as a resource themselves. By
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working together to address common problems, students with and without SEND learn about each
other, discovering the gifts, capacities, and talents each one possesses as well as their commonalities.
Discovering that we are a lot more alike than different places social relationships between members of
the two groups within a decidedly different context and has the potential to lead to greater mutual
understanding and support

Psychological inclusion refers to a person feeling valued and accepted as a member of the group at
school and in the community. It includes circles of friends, inclusive service learning, and social
networking programs both in and outside of classroom. Positive behavior intervention and support
(PBIS) framework proved to be highly effective.

In many cases, implementation of these strategies is accompanied by the use of formative
assessment that enables educators to monitor regularly student progress and change instructional and
other approaches when current methods are not demonstrating effectiveness. Teachers need to have
opportunities to learn about how to use the principles of universal design for learning, differentiated
instruction, and cross-disciplinary collaboration to adapt teaching strategies to meet the needs of
differently-abled students. They need to acquire data literacy skills so that the progress of students with
SENs can be monitored and the success of their educational approaches evaluated [10].

In Sweden recently the National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools has presented a
working model for schools to explore to what extent all students have access to the education providing
the most recent concept accessible education. Schools can explore to what extent they provide a social,
pedagogical and physical environment that is accessible for all their pupils. In 2010, the Swedish
government passed a new Education Act, which came into effect as of 2011. The Education Act — For
knowledge, choice and security entails major reforms encompassing all levels from preschool to adult
education, reflecting the current division of responsibilities between central and local. The legislation
has undergone a comprehensive review aimed at drawing up a new and modern law that reflects the
conditions in the school sector as well as the management by objectives approach in school governance.
The Education Act (SFS 2010:800) states that access to equivalent education for all is the basic principle
guiding Swedish education from childcare to young adulthood. Therefore, pupils in need of special
support are not to be treated in a differential manner. A student at risk of not achieving the minimum
proficiency requirements or experiencing other difficulties in their school situation, may, however, be
in need of special support. The underlying premise is that students in need of special support should
get the support they need in the regular class setting. Special education support is, therefore, to be
integrated as much as possible into the framework of regular education [7, p. 345].

3. CONCLUSIONS

In view of the above-mentioned, we can draw the following conclusions:

— The inclusive educational environment as well as inclusive learning environment is relatively new
notions in Ukraine that is why while training teachers, universities should devote a particular attention
to introducing a special course with a large practice constituent.

— International experience and best practices should be shared among inclusive education
community so that the countries with long history of inclusion can be models how to implement the
practices avoiding mistakes they had already corrected.

— As the study proves inclusive education is a global and logical trend of societal development and
it is important to conduct research and gather evidence to make effective inclusive learning
environment.
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Cuaopis Cepriit. Opranisanist Ta migTpMMKa iHKAIO3MBHOTO OCBiTHBOTO CepejOBMINIa B HaBYaHHi:
MiXHapoAHUIT Aocsia. >Kyprar [lpuxapnamcokozo ywisepcumemy imeni Bacuas Cmeganuxa, 7 (1) (2020),
122-128.

Y crarTi BUCBiITA€HO OCOOAMBOCTI OpraHisarlii iHKAIO3MBHOTO OCBITHBOTO CepeAOBMINA Y Pi3HUX
KpaiHaX, B T.4. AOKaAbHi 0COOAMBOCTi MiATOTOBKM BYMTEAiB A0 poOOTM 3 AITbMU 3 OOMeXeHUMU
MOKAMBOCTSIMU 340p0B s1. OBIPyHTOBAHO, IO MPMHIMIN iHKAIO3MBHOI OCBITM € YHiBepCaAbHMMU, OAHAK
HasBHI B CyCIIiABbCTBI NEPEeKOHAaHHS Ta I[IHHOCTI, OpraHi3allisi OCBITHROTO IIpOLieCy Ta HNPMUXOBAHUIA
HaBYaABHMII II4aH y 3aK4aZax AOIIKIABHOL Ta 3araabHOI CepeaHbOl OCBiTH, MIATPUMKA Ta aABOKALis 3i
CTOpoHI OaThKiB YacTO BUMAraloTh JAeAiKaTHOCTI Ta OCOOAMBOI yBarM y iX BIpOBaA’KeHHi. ABTOpOM
BI3HAYeHO, IO AAsl peadisallil ideil i IPUHIINIIB iHKAIO3MBHOL OCBiTH, Ie4aroru IOBMHHI BMiTH 11 MaTu
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3MOIy OpraHi3oByBaTU Ta HiATpMMYyBaTH iHKAIO3MBHE OCBITHE cepe/OBMIIe Ha 3aHATTIX Ta B I103alIKiAbHIN
AisapHOCTI. JocaigskeHo, mo 6araTo KpaiH BOAOAIIOTh 3HAaYHUM TPUBAANM AOCBiJOM BKAIOUEHHS AiTell 3
0co0AMBMMH OCBiTHIMM mHOTpeOaMm Ta iHBaAigHICTIO, SAKUIT MOXe OyTM Haj3BMUYANHO KOPMCHMM i
Ba>XKAMBUM A4 HiATOTOBKU II€AaroriB y KpaiHax, sIKi AMIe HeIlO4aBHO II04aaAl iHKAIO3iI0 Ha Aep>KaBHOMY
piBHi. 3’dcoBaHO, IO OOMiH Ai€BMMM IIpakKTMKaMM Ta CTpaTeriaMm i adanTariga ix 40 A0KaAbHUX
0co0AMBOCTENl — KAIOY AO VCIIITHOTO BKAIOYEHHS AiTell 3 OCOOAMBMMM OCBiTHIMU IIOTpeOaMm Ta
iHBadigHOCTSAMM. Y CTarTi II0AaHO IIPMKAaAy BU3HAYeHHS I1HKAIO3MBHOTO OCBITHLOIO CepejoBUIa
AOCAigHMKaMM, BKa3yIOTbCs JOTO XapaKTepUCTMKM Ta KOMIIOHeHTU. MiXHapogHe 3aKOHOAABCTBO, fAKe
peryAlo€ MUTaHHA JOTPUMaHH: IIpaBa Ha OCBITY, 30KpeMa iHKAIO3MBHY, CAyrye€ 0a3ol0 A/s HaIliOHaAbHMX
3aKOHOAABCTB, @ BOHM CBO€IO0 YEProl0 CTUMYAIOIOTh IOSIBY HOBMX iHTepHaIliOHaAbHMUX AOKYMEHTIiB. VY
AOCAiA>KEHHI BU3HAUYeHO 3aKOHOAaByi, peIyAATMBHI Ta NpUKAalHI ModeAal AAs iMIlAeMeHTawlil crarti 24
Misxnapoanoi KonseHnii mpo mpasa oci® 3 iHBaAigHICTIO Ta HajalOThCS HIPIOPUTETH A4Sl BKAIOUEHHS B
HaltioHaAbHi 3akoHOgaBcTBa. IligkpecaeHo, IO KOXKHa KpaiHa Ma€ CBOi icTopii ycmixy Ta HaiKpalii
IPaKTMUKY, SIKi MalOTh IIOTeHIIiaad OyTM BMCOKOe(EKTMBHVMU IIPU BIIPOBaj XKeHHI iHKAIO3MBHOI OCBIiTM B
iHmmx KpaiHax. JoBeideHO BaKAMBiCTh OOMiHY cTpaTerisiMm i mpakTuKaMmy, IpOBeAeHHs AOCAiA’KeHb Ta
300py A0Ka3oBOi 0asm AAd TBOPEHH:S Ai€BOTO iHKAIO3MBHOTO OCBiTHBOTO CepeAOBUINA, ITiATOTOBKU I
nepeksaaiQikaltii Ire4aroris, 34aTHMX JIOTO OPTaHi30ByBaTH Ta IMiATPUMYyBaTH.

Karo4oBi ca0Ba: iHKAIO3MBHE OCBITHE cepejOBMIIIle, Bi4IIOBiAi Ha BTpy4YaHH:, OaraToApycCHI crcTeMu
BTpy4YaHHS i HIATPUMMKM, iHKAIO3MBHE HaBYaHH: B CAY>KiHHI rpomagi, IliArOTOBKa IIeAaroriB, iHKAIO3MBHA
OCBiTa, Mi>KHapOAHMII AOCBiJ.



